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Note from Principal Walker 
 

Hello BPES Community, 

The month of February brings so much excite-

ment.  February starts a new semester as we start the 

3rd Quarter.  Where has the school year gone? In 

February, we celebrate African- American History 

Month and the contributions African Americans have 

made to American History.  We will also celebrate "I 

Love Brooklyn Park Elementary Day". Additional de-

tails are below: 

Second Semester 

The 3rd Quarter will start the 2nd week in Febru-

ary.  As you review your child's report card, feel free 

to contact your child's teacher to schedule a confer-

ence if needed.   

African-American Month 

Students across each grade level will be reading and 

learning about the contributions of African-

Americans. More information will be provided by the 

individual classroom teachers.  

I Love Brooklyn Park Elementary Day 

Serving as your principal for three years, I have felt 

the love and dedication you feel about our school. I 

want to invite you to an open house that will celebrate 

our school. Additional details will be coming as we 

finalize a date and details.  

February is a month focused on love and relation-

ships. Thank you for another month serving as your 

principal, I love serving you everyday.  

 

Your principal,                              

Rodney Walker 

 

 

 

Beginning on February 7, 2018, applications for 

prekindergarten will be accepted at all 

prekindergarten program sites.  Please check the 

AACPS website for schools with prekindergarten 

programs. 

 

BPES will have Prekindergarten applications for the 

school year 2018-2019 on February 7 from 9:30-3:00. 

Please bring the following documents with you when 

you apply: 

Recent Federal Income Tax Return (1040) or 

A current Food Stamp Award Letter or 

A current Temporary Cash Assistance Award Letter 

or 

Proof of Foster Care Income 

Bring: 

Child’s Birth Certificate 

Child’s immunization record 

Two proofs of residency in AAC: 

Lease/mortgage document and a current telephone 

bill or utility bill or income tax/property tax notice or 

A tenant verification form must be notarized when 

complete. 

 

 

An appointment will be needed to apply for Pre-K 

after Feb. 7. 

Please call the school office at (410) 222-6590. 

Thank you! 
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 Our Mission: In partnership with the school community, we will provide a safe, positive, and nurturing learning envi-
ronment focused on PBIS and developing positive student relationships. Instruction will be aligned to rigorous standards 
that will focus on the whole child which includes cultural arts and arts and humanities. We strive to ensure that all stu-
dents receive quality instruction and enriching experiences that develop responsible, productive, and respectful citizens for 
the next generation.  

Our Vision Brooklyn Park Elementary will be a place of excellence; in which we believe all students can succeed. We 
believe all students will achieve their full potential in their academic, creative, and moral development with the support of 
parents, staff members, and the community.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

February 7 

Pre-K Application  

9:30-3:00 

Two-hour early dismissal 

No PM Pre-K 

February 8 

Report cards go home 

February 19 

Presidents Day! 

School Closed 

 

 

Parents: 

BPES now has a well-stocked 

clothing closet. We are able to 

assist with winter jackets, hats, 

gloves, pants, shirts, emergency 

items, and limited personal hy-

giene supplies. These items are 

available by referral and need 

only.   Clothing sizes are 4T- size 

14. Clothing is new or gently 

used. If you have any questions, 

please contact your teacher, 

school counselor, or school social 

worker. Thank you! 

                          Laura Wells, LGSW 

 

 

 

Important Dates This Month 
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     Teacher of the month:    

Our Teacher of the Month is Tracy Burke. Stop by the gym 

and let Ms. Burke know how much you appreciate her! 

 



 

BPES 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Spirit Days will continue to be on Thursdays.  

                                       February 1    Wear Red 

                                       February 8    Hawaii/Summer Day 

                                       February 15  Wear Red, White, and Blue 

                           February 22  Wear your thinking cap 

 

                                                                

 

 

  

Are you interested in becoming a volunteer at BPES?  
 

Brooklyn Park Elementary School is looking for Volunteers! 

Come read with students, work on sight words, help with math facts, 

mentor students, or help with our new clothes closet.  We would love to 

have your encouragement, support, and happy face at Brooklyn Park! 

If you are interested in volunteering please contact Aileen Selznick, School Counselor 

410-222-6590 

Mrs. Chisholm’s Corner 

 

February is a short month and the days are getting longer.  It is an opportunity to fo-

cus on kindness and reflection.  We reflect on the importance of African American 

contributions to our country by celebrating Black History Month.  We remember our 

presidents, Washington and Lincoln.  We think about others on Valentine’s 

Day.  During this month, take time as a family to reflect and consider the value of oth-

ers.  Show your gratefulness by volunteering and giving back to the communi-

ties.  There are opportunities at school for volunteering, and we would love to have 

you.   

        Have a great month! 



 

CLASSROOM NEWS 
 

Prekindergarten 

In PreK this month we will be learning about our earth. We will be asking questions such as; 

Why is the Earth important to us? and, Where on Earth do animals live? We will meet the letter 

people Gg, Tt, Ss and Rr. We are listening for beginning sounds in words and words that 

rhyme. In math we will be reviewing basic shapes and describing and building 3D shapes 

such as spheres, cubes, and cones.  

Kindergarten 

Kindergarten students are beginning a new unit about animal and plants.  We will learn about 

living things and what they need to survive.  As the weather changes, take a walk with your 

child and discuss the animals and plants he/she sees in the neighborhood.   Kindergarten stu-

dents are practicing expanding sentences when writing.  Please continue to practice writing 

sentences at home.  This can be done in the homework journal  or paper you may have at 

home.  We are preparing our students for first grade reading.  Please read to your child at 

home and talk about the books you read together.  While reading, encourage your child to 

point out sight words and read them with you.  Allow your child to sound out simple 

words.  This will prepare him/her for first grade reading!  : ) 

Second Grade 

As we move into and through third quarter, we are continuing to challenge our students. We 

are adding and subtracting daily using 3 digit numbers, some with and without regrouping. 

We are applying these skills by solving real world word problems. In reading we are continu-

ing to build on our comprehension skills and beginning to analyze the author’s purpose for 

writing a text. Ask your child if the author is writing to inform, persuade or entertain. At this 

point in the year the grade level reading expectation is that all children in the second grade 

should be reading at a level L. Feel free to check with your child’s teacher via class dojo about 

what reading level they are on currently. Thank you for your continued support. 

Media News 

January was an interesting weather month.  I hope everyone had some chances to snuggle in 

with a good book.    In February we will continue to focus on research, technology, and litera-

ture. Kindergarten will continue to look at the parts of a story. 1st will continue to look at re-

sources to locate and organize information. 2nd  will be working on research skills and learn-

ing how to pick books from the non fiction section. 3rd, 4th, and 5th will be continuing to learn 

about research skills and how they can access Ebooks and databases from home to help with 

reading for enjoyment and research. 

All grades will be continuing developing code skillshow to pick books from the non fiction sec-

tion. 3rd, 4th, and 5th will be continuing to learn about research skills and how they can access 

Ebooks and databases from home to help with reading for enjoyment and research. 

All grades will be continuing developing code skillsLibrary books have been coming 

in.  Thank you, thank you, thank you.  Please keep checking for lost books. 

January reading calendars can be turned in starting Thursday.   

 



 

Third Grade 

We are very excited to be starting the third marking period.  The students are making great pro-

gress transitioning from learning to read to reading to learn.  In February we will begin reading 

poetry and discussing poetic elements and using critical thinking skills to analyze the meanings 

and messages of the poems.  During math, we will be continuing to develop multiplication and 

division skills.  Please continue to practice the basic facts at home.  We will also be working with 

fractions later in the marking period.  When you are cooking, please include your child in the 

measuring of ingredients so that they can see the real world application of fractions. 

Fourth Grade 

Reading- In the month of February, students will be reading a variety of literary paired texts. 

This means that they will be reading two different stories that have the same theme. The theme of 

a story is “the message” that an author wants the reader to learn or know from the actions or ex-

periences of the characters. The theme is usually NOT stated so the reader needs to use words 

and phrases to infer the message. They will be asked to select words and phrases from the text 

to determine the theme and answer questions about what they read.  We will focus on reading 

strategies like inferencing, summarizing, and using text clues to figure out unknown words. Feb-

ruary is a perfect month to snuggle up with a great book! 

Math- This month, students will be adding and subtracting fractions and mixed numbers. We will 

also be beginning our geometry unit. Please continue working with your child on their multipli-

cation facts. 

Writing- The students did an awesome job last month using two informational texts and writing a 

paragraph to explain how the person or topic impacted society! This month, students will contin-

ue to research African Americans that had a great impact on American society. They will contin-

ue to read two texts, but will focus on identifying the common theme.  

Fifth  Grade 

Greetings from Grade 5! In Guided Reading, we will begin our poetry unit. In Math, we will focus 

on performing operations with decimals and classifying two-dimensional figures based on their 

geometric properties. In Writing, we will be working on our memoirs.  

 

Physical Education 

In February, students will learn ways to keep their hearts healthy and improve their aerobic fit-

ness by participating in a jump rope unit. They will practice a variety of short jump rope skills, 

long jump rope skills, and other activities that incorporate hopping and jumping. Our Jump Rope 

for Heart event will take place February 12-16. Students will participate in a variety of jumping 

stations to celebrate during their regular P.E. class times. Volunteers would be appreciated in 

the afternoons that week to assist our primary students in completing those activities. Donations 

for Jump Rope for Heart are due by Friday, February 23. If you are interested in volunteering or 

have questions about Jump Rope for Heart, please contact me via class dojo or email 

(taburke@aacps.org).  Thank you in advance for your support of this wonderful program! 
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